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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19-42 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shali not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 19-28, 31-34 and 35-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tsuria in view of Sullivan et al. (US Pat No 6,593,973). 

In regard to claim 19, the Tsuria reference discloses a device for displaying an 
alternate signal on a screen of a video display device during a tune operation. The 
claimed limitation of "a memory for storing one or more local signals" is met by the 
memory unit 30 of Figure 1 . "The advertisement data is processed by processor 28 and 
stored in memory unit 30" (Col 3, Lines 60-61). The claimed limitation of "a processor 
for recognizing the delay period associated with the channel change command, wherein 
the inherent delay period is the time to acquire and decode a digital television signal" is 
met by processor 28 of Figure 1 . The claimed limitation of "a signal insertion module, 
coupled to the memory and the processor, for retrieving a. local signal from the memory" 
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is also met by processor 28 of Figure 1 . "During zapping periods, processor 28 is 
operable to retrieve the advertisement data from memory 30 and to provide it, via D/A 
26, to combiner and amplifier 32 for displaying the advertisement data on television 14" 
(Col 3, Lines 61-65). Tsuria is silent with respect to the limitation of "creating a second 
delay period for inserting the local signal in the second delay period, wherein the 
second delay period is longer than the inherent delay period". The Sullivan et al. 
reference teaches creating a second delay period for inserting the local signal in the 
second delay period, wherein the second delay period is longer than the inherent delay 
period so to ensure a complete presentation of a video transition. "While it is 
understood that a preferred embodiment of the present invention places a video 
transition into a system's normally generated transition period, for purposes of defining a 
method of doing business, the system of the present invention may be designed to 
generate and provide a predetermined transition period when switching from one video 
source or channel to another video source or channel, in order to ensure a complete 
presentation of a video transition." (Col 6, Lines 6-13). Consequently, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Tsuria with creating a 
second delay period for inserting the local signal in the second delay period, wherein 
the second delay period is longer than the inherent delay period so to ensure a 
complete presentation of a video transition. 

In regard to claim 20, Tsuria discloses the use of targeted advertisements. The 
displayed advertisements are associated with the channel the use is tuned to. The 
"separate advertisements are associated with separate channels. An advertisement is 
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displayed on television 14 only between the times a subscriber changes his selection 
from a previously selected channel which he is currently viewing and the time the next 
selected channel is displayed on television 14" (Col 3, Lines 66-67; Col 4, Lines 1-4). 

In regard to claim 21, Tsuria discloses that the "local signal" is an audio signal. 
The "CATV source 15 is operable to transmit advertisement data, preferably in the form 
of slides accompanied by voice data" (Col 3, Lines 55-57), where the voice data is 
clearly an audio signal. 

In regard to claim 22, Tsuria discloses that the "local signal" is a graphics signal. 
The "CATV source 15 is operable to transmit advertisement data, preferably in the form 
of slides accompanied by voice data" (Col 3, Lines 55-57), where the slides are clearly a 
graphics signal. 

In regard to claim 23, Tsuria discloses a device for displaying an alternate signal 
on a screen of a video display device during a tune operation for use in a digital CATV 
system. Therefore, it is inherent that system has a demultiplexer for recalculating a new 
program stream based on the channel change command. 

In regard to claim 24, Grossman discloses that market considerations can 
determine the duration of the time interval. Additional advertisements are interpreted to 
be a market consideration. "In the preferred embodiment of the invention it is believed 
that a suitable duration for the interdisplay time interval can be between approximately 
thirty seconds and approximately fifty seconds, with an interval of approximately forty 
seconds being the most preferred. In practice, however, it is believed that market 
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considerations will determine the duration of the interdisplay time interval" (Col 5, Lines 
22-28). 

In regard to claim 25, the claimed method is met by Figure 1 . The claimed step 
of "recognizing the inherent delay period associated with the execution of the channel 
change command, wherein the inherent delay period is the time to acquire and decode 
a digital television signal" is carried out by processor 28 of Figure 1. The claimed steps 
of "transmitting a request for a local signal, wherein the local signals are stored in 
memory" and "receiving a local signal in response to the transmitted request" are met by 
processor 28 and memory unit 30 of Figure 1. The claimed step of "inserting the local 
signal during the delay period" is met by Figure 1. "During zapping periods, processor 
28 is operable to retrieve the advertisement data from memory 30 and to provide it, via 
D/A 26, to combiner and amplifier 32 for displaying the advertisement data on television 
14" (Col 3, Lines 61-65). Tsuria is silent with respect to the limitation of "creating a 
second delay period for inserting the local signal in the second delay period, wherein 
the second delay period is longer than the inherent delay period". The Sullivan et al. 
reference teaches creating a second delay period for inserting the local signal in the 
second delay period, wherein the second delay period is longer than the inherent delay 
period so to ensure a complete presentation of a video transition. "While it is 
understood that a preferred embodiment of the present invention places a video 
transition into a system's normally generated transition period, for purposes of defining a 
method of doing business, the system of the present invention may be designed to 
generate and provide a predetermined transition period when switching from one video 
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source or channel to another video source or channel, in order to ensure a complete 
presentation of a video transition." (Col 6, Lines 6-13). Consequently, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Tsuria with creating a 
second delay period for inserting the local signal in the second delay period, wherein 
the second delay period is longer than the inherent delay period so to ensure a 
complete presentation of a video transition. 

In regard to claim 26, Tsuria discloses the use of targeted advertisements. The 
displayed advertisements are associated with the channel the use is tuned to. The 
"separate advertisements are associated with separate channels. An advertisement is 
displayed on television 14 only between the times a subscriber changes his selection 
from a previously selected channel which he is currently viewing and the time the next 
selected channel is displayed on television 14" (Col 3, Lines 66-67; Col 4, Lines 1-4). 

In regard to claim 27, Tsuria discloses that the "local signal" is an audio signal. 
The "CATV source 15 is operable to transmit advertisement data, preferably in the form 
of slides accompanied by voice data" (Col 3, Lines 55-57), where the voice data is 
clearly an audio signal. 

In regard to claim 28, Tsuria discloses that the "local signal" is a graphics signal. 
The "CATV source 15 is operable to transmit advertisement data, preferably in the form 
of slides accompanied by voice data" (Col 3, Lines 55-57), where the slides are clearly a 
graphics signal. 
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In regard to claim 31, Tsuria indicated that the disclosed system may also be 
used in an analog CATV system. And, the "CATV source 15 is operable to transmit 
advertisement data" (Col 3, Lines 55-56), which would be an analog TV channel. 

In regard to claim 32, Sullivan discloses locally stored MPEG stream. 

In regard to claim 33, Tsuria discloses a device for displaying an alternate signal 
on a screen of a video display device during a tune operation for use in a digital CATV 
system. Therefore, it is inherent that system has a demultiplexer for recalculating a new 
program stream based on the channel change command. 

In regard to claim 34, Sullivan discloses creating a delay long than the inherent 
delay to display advertisements that would not normally be presented. 

In regard to claim 35, the claimed method is met by Figure 1. The claimed step 
of "recognizing the inherent delay period associated with the execution of the channel 
change command to switch from a first channel to a second channel, wherein the 
inherent delay period is the time to acquire and decode a digital television signal" is 
carried out by processor 28 of Figure 1 . The claimed steps of "transmitting a request for 
a local signal, wherein the local signals are stored in memory" and "receiving a local 
signal in response to the transmitted request" are met by processor 28 and memory unit 
30 of Figure 1 . The claimed step of "inserting the local signal during the delay period" is 
met by Figure 1 . "During zapping periods, processor 28 is operable to retrieve the 
advertisement data from memory 30 and to provide it, via D/A 26, to combiner and 
amplifier 32 for displaying the advertisement data on television 14" (Col 3, Lines 61-65). 
Tsuria is silent with respect to the limitation of "manipulating the inherent delay period 
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such that a program associated with the second channel is delayed until the local signal 
is terminated". The Sullivan et al. reference teaches manipulating the inherent delay 
period such that a program associated with the second channel is delayed until the local 
signal is terminated so to ensure a complete presentation of a video transition. "While it 
is understood that a preferred embodiment of the present invention places a video 
transition into a system's normally generated transition period, for purposes of defining a 
method of doing business, the system of the present invention may be designed to 
generate and provide a predetermined transition period when switching from one video 
source or channel to another video source or channel, in order to ensure a complete 
presentation of a video transition." (Col 6, Lines 6-13). Consequently, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Tsuria with manipulating the 
inherent delay period such that a program associated with the second channel is 
delayed until the local signal is terminated for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 36, Tsuria discloses the use of targeted advertisements. The 
displayed advertisements are associated with the channel the use is tuned to. The 
"separate advertisements are associated with separate channels. An advertisement is 
displayed on television 14 only between the times a subscriber changes his selection 
from a previously selected channel which he is currently viewing and the time the next 
selected channel is displayed on television 14" (Col 3, Lines 66-67; Col 4, Lines 1-4),. 

In regard to claim 37, Tsuria discloses that the "local signal" is an audio signal. 
The "CATV source 15 is operable to transmit advertisement data, preferably in the form 
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of slides accompanied by voice data" (Col 3, Lines 55-57), where the voice data is 
clearly an audio signal. 

In regard to claim 38, Tsuria discloses that the "local signal" is a graphics signal. 
The "CATV source 15 is operable to transmit advertisement data, preferably in the form 
of slides accompanied by voice data" (Col 3, Lines 55-57), where the slides are clearly a 
graphics signal. 

In regard to claim 40, Tsuria indicated that the disclosed system may also be 
used in an analog CATV system. And, the "CATV source 15 is operable to transmit 
advertisement data" (Col 3, Lines 55-56), which would be an analog TV channel. 

In regard to claim 41 , Sullivan discloses locally stored MPEG stream. 

In regard to claim 42, Sullivan discloses creating a delay long than the inherent 
delay to display advertisements that would not normally be presented. 
4. Claims 29-30 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tsuria in view of Sullivan et al. and in further view of Zigmond et al. 

In regard to claim 29, the combination of Tsuria and Sullivan disclose a device for 
displaying an alternate signal on a screen of a video display device during a tune 
operation. The combined teaching fails to explicitly disclose that the "local signal" is an 
HTML page. Zigmond et al. teaches the use of HTML as a local signal so as to provide 
"advertisements originating from advertisers that traditionally have not had access to 
television or advertising production resources for economic or other reasons" (Col 9, 
Lines 15-18). The "advertisements delivered from ad source 62 are inexpensively 
converted from traditionally non-video media. For example, text, graphics, pictures, or 
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audio from a computer generated document (i.e., an HTML page) is converted into a 
video display such as a freeze-frame or slide show" (Col 9, Lines 8-14). Consequently, 
it would have been clearly obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the 
combined teaching with the use of HTML as a local signal so as to provide 
"advertisements originating from advertisers that traditionally have not had access to 
television or advertising production resources for economic or other reasons" (Col 9, 
Lines 15-18). 

In regard to claim 30, the combined teaching of claim 10 discloses a device for 
displaying an alternate signal on a screen of a video display device during a tune 
operation. The combined teaching fails to explicitly disclose that the "local signal" is a 
Java application. However, the examiner takes OFFICIAL NOTICE that it is notoriously 
well known in the art to use a Java application as a "local signal" so a to provide an 
interactive advertisement. Consequently, it would have been clearly obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to implement the combined teaching with Java application as a 
"local signal" so a to provide an interactive advertisement. 

In regard to claim 39, the combination of Tsuria and Sullivan disclose a device for 
displaying an alternate signal on a screen of a video display device during a tune 
operation. The combined teaching fails to explicitly disclose that the "local signal" is an 
HTML page. Zigmond et al. teaches the use of HTML as a local signal so as to provide 
"advertisements originating from advertisers that traditionally have not had access to 
television or advertising production resources for economic or other reasons" (Col 9, 
Lines 15-18). The "advertisements delivered from ad source 62 are inexpensively 
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converted from traditionally non-video media. For example, text, graphics, pictures, or 
audio from a computer generated document (i.e., an HTML page) is converted into a 
video display such as a freeze-frame or slide show" (Col 9, Lines 8-14). Consequently, 
it would have been clearly obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the 
combined teaching with the use of HTML as a local signal so as to provide 
"advertisements originating from advertisers that traditionally have not had access to 
television or advertising production resources for economic or other reasons" (Col 9, 
Lines 15-18). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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